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“Taking Chance,” the made-for-
TV movie about the experiences of
now-retired Michael Strobl, who
escorted the body of Lance Cpl.
Chance Phelps home to Dubois
after the young Marine was killed
in Iraq in 2004, was nominated for
a 2009 Primetime Emmy Award for
“Best TV Movie.”

The Emmy nominations were
announced Thursday morning, July
16.

The HBO-made film earned nine
other nominations, including one
for actor Kevin Bacon, who played
Strobl, as a pick for the top actor in
a miniseries or movie category.

“Taking Chance” was created
based on the writings of Strobl as
he accompanied Phelps’s body back
to his childhood hometown in
Fremont County. Phelps was killed
by hostile fire on April 9, 2004, in
Al Anbar Province, Iraq.

Strobl earned an Emmy nomina-
tion in the writing category, as did
director Ross Katz, who also was
selected for directing and the over-
all movie nomination as the execu-
tive producer.

The film also was nominated in
the art direction, editing, main title
design, music composition, sound
editing and sound mixing cate-
gories.

“I’m absolutely thrilled,” Katz
said in a telephone interview last
Thursday morning. “These 10 nom-

inations in a lot of ways are nomi-
nations for Chance. He’s the reason
for this.”

Phelps had been serving as a
member of Major General John
Kelly’s personal security detach-
ment when he was killed by hostile
fire. The HBO movie begins with
Phelps’s death through explosions
and gunfire heard over a black
screen.

The film goes on to depict the
journey of Phelps’s remains from
Iraq to Dubois over the course of
eight days through the eyes of his
escort, Strobl.

“It’s all about recognizing
Chance, his family, the town of
Dubois and of course Lt. Strobl,”
Katz said. “It’s wonderful recogni-
tion for a film like this.

“Telling this kind of a story is
such a privilege and honor. We
want as many people as possible to
know this story and know the name
of Chance Phelps.

“Already millions of people have
seen the movie. Now, through these
nominations, many more will get to
know who Chance is and what he
did for his country.”

From the tender preparation of
the body at Dover Port Mortuary at
the Dover Air Force Base in
Delaware, to the careful loading of
the casket to be transported,
Strobl’s trip with Phelps’s remains
was a powerful one.

Bacon, playing Strobl, slowly
saluted the casket each time it was
loaded or unloaded onto a vehicle

or an airplane, and he never was far
away from his cargo, even sleeping
in the airport baggage department to
be near the body.

Along the way, baggage han-
dlers, flight attendants and other
passengers obviously were touched
by Strobl’s mission, offering their
own prayers and gifts as a token of
gratitude for his and Phelps’s ser-
vice. And when he drove behind the
hearse carrying Phelps’s body from
Montana to Dubois, a caravan of
vehicles, with headlights on, joined
Strobl on the highway to escort
Phelps along the highway.

In Dubois, Strobl spent time
with many members of the local
Veterans of Foreign Wars and other
Dubois residents, who gave him
insight into Phelps’s life before
joining the Marines. Before the
funeral, Strobl finally met John
Phelps and Gretchen Mack, the par-
ents of the deceased, along with
Chance’s sister, Kelly.

Strobl then gave the family
Chance’s personal effects, which
Strobl had kept near his body
throughout his journey: Chance’s
dog tags, a watch still set to
Baghdad time, a wooden cross on a
lanyard and a St. Christopher
medal, both given to Chance by his
grandmother.

The movie was shown in Dubois
on Feb. 18 before its official TV
premier to a standing-room-only
crowd of 900 to 1,000 in the Dubois
High School gymnasium. The film
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Tradgedians bring Richard
II to Dubois for 10th season

Sheriff’s Report
On Saturday, July 18, the

sheriff’s office received a call
advising that a female was being
physically asaulted by her live-
in boyfriend. Deputies arrived
and discovered evidence of the
assault where the female victim
had been struck in the back with
a fist. 

Kenneth Neeman, 65, was
arrested for domestic violence

assault and battery, and for pro-
bation violation warrant.

Deputies stopped a vehicle in
100 block of East Ramhorn on
Sunday, July 19 at approximate-
ly 12:40 a.m. on a traffic viola-
tion. While contacting the dri-
ver, Steven Werlinger, 24, it was
determined he was under the
influence of alcohol. Werlinger
was arrested for DUI.

The award-winning Wyoming
Shakespeare Festival Company cel-
ebrates its 10th anniversary season
with a production of “Richard II” in
Dubois on Thursday, July 30.

The performance begins at 7
p.m. at the Dennison Lodge in the
Dubois Museum complex. A pre-
performance reception, sponsored
by the Bank of Jackson Hole-
Dubois Branch and Wells Fargo
Bank, will be held at 6 p.m. in the
band shell behind the Dubois
Museum. 

The title role in William
Shakespeare’s powerful historical
drama is played by Hugh Dignon,
who directed the company’s first
play “Taming of the Shrew” in
2000, “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” in 2002 and played
Benedict in “Much Ado About
Nothing” in 2003. Dignon is joined

by Neil Flint Worden in the role of
Bullingbrook, Margo Whitcomb as
Isabel, and Orlando Whitcomb-
Worden as Hal. The production is
directed by Diane Springford.

“Richard II” illustrates the tran-
sition of authority from one ruler to
another. King Richard may be all
powerful, but he is not strong
enough to govern without the for-
midable aristocratic establishment.
Irony lies in the contrast between
the anointed ruler Richard, who is
subverting public order, and the
blasphemous rebel, Bollingbrook,
who upholds legality, protects the
commoners and proves to be a
strong leader who ushers in a new
era.

Shows are free, but donations
are always welcome. The historic
Dennison Lodge is handicapped
accessible.
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Taking Chance may win Emmy
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winter users is such that it could
take an entire year to understand the
impacts.

“I don’t have a really good
answer other than that we’re start-
ing some really hard research to see
what the impacts are going to be,”
Harrison said. “This is going to be a
real problem to figure out.”

On the positive side, Harrison
said, “It looks like they (FCSWDD)
are re-engineering how we utilize
the dump here, which will empha-
size recycling and reducing the
waste stream that has to go into the
landfill.”

meeting operational costs, solid
waste district officials have said.

At their meeting July 13, offi-
cials weighed their anticipated next
steps for implementing the dumping
fees.

Hedges said scales will be
ordered and installed using state
grant money.

“Right now what we’re waiting
on is the contract with the scale
people,” he said of the installation
at the baling and landfill facilities.

If the scales are not working by
the start date, solid waste officials
will impose the fees to the best of
their abilities, Hedges said.

“We’re shooting for the
September 1 deadline on that,” he
said.

Public Information
The district plans to continue to

use public relations specialist Paula
McCormick of Lander to educate
the county’s residents about its
plans.

McCormick at the meeting pre-
sented a marketing plan carrying a
proposed budget of more than

$32,000.
“I think we have a really positive

story to go back to the public,”
McCormick told solid waste offi-
cials.

Her three-prong proposal would
target the goals of education con-
cerning the Integrated Solid Waste
Management Plan, teaching about
the Pay-As-You-Throw fee system
and various recycling opportunities.

Plans call for installation of
signs valued at possibly $7,000 or
more that would help direct users at
landfills and transfer stations. Some
would instruct individuals to place
their recyclable materials at certain
areas before the scales to lower
their trash weight.

The district also plans to enlist a
barrage of direct mail materials to
homeowners as well as advertise-
ments in local newspapers.

Discussion about the flyers at the
meeting involved what information
to include in them.

“I still would like to see the little
brochures go out that will have a
map to each site,” solid waste district
superintendent Don Connell said.

The brochures would be “specif-
ic to each landfill so it will answer a
lot of their questions,” Connell said.

The direct mailing campaign

could cost the district $10,000.
“I think we need to move for-

ward with it and get it sent out,”
Hedges said.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Wyoming State Statutes §15-1-110 (b)(i) the Town of Dubois is required
to publish in “July of each year, the name, position, and gross monthly salary of each
chief administrative official, assistant administrative official and department head
including elected officials. The publication shall also include a list of all other full time
positions employed by the city or town without the name of the current employee,
including the gross monthly salary for each position.”

All salaries are listed as gross monthly and do not include any overtime or fringe ben-
efits.

Harrison, Mark Mayor $   400   
Chimenti, Pete Councilmember $     20
Bennett, David Councilmember $   100
Thompson, Bruce J. Councilmember $     20
Blakeman, Twila Councilmember $   100
Cross, Amy Town Clerk/Treasurer $3,567

Assistant Clerk $2,889
Clerkʼs Office Assistant $2,253

Miller, Arvin Director Public Works $3,129
Environmental Quality Control $3,520
Public Works Assistant $2,747
Building & Ground Maintenance $2,356

PUB: Dubois Frontier
July 23, 2009

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the Never Sweat Recreation Board is accepting funding
requests for recreational activities and projects for the Fall 2009 Quarter.
Applications may be obtained at the CWC Office or on wall rack outside CWC door
or cyber Café. Updated application forms are required. Completed applications
must be received at the above office or at Box 175, Dubois, WY 82513 no later than
Wednesday, August 5, 2009  in order to be considered.  The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, August 11, 2009 at 4:15 p.m. at the Dubois Town Hall.

PUB: Dubois Frontier
July 23 and 30, 2009
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currently is available on DVD.
After the movie was shown in

Dubois, Phelps’s mother said she
had requested that HBO include
Dubois for a premiere.

“I thought it would be a nice
gesture to the community,” Mack
said at the time. “They were all
here when Chance died. And now it
has come full circle, to show the
film in the same place where the
funeral was held.”

Producer Brad Krevoy, who ini-
tiated the film’s creation, said in
February it was highly unusual for
a film company to have a local
screening, but he was glad HBO
honored Mack’s wishes to show the
film in Phelps’s hometown.

“It’s a fitting tribute to have the
final premier in Dubois, sitting in
the gym where Chance was a stu-
dent and later where his funeral
was held,” Krevoy said after the
movie showed. “It helped to share
in the community...and hear the
support of those in attendance.”

Also making the trip to Dubois
was Katz and several HBO public
relations employees.

“Coming to Dubois to show the
film at the end of our run...has been
an enormous privilege,” Katz said
in February. “It’s places like
Dubois, and Dubois in particular,
that are the heartbeat of this coun-
try. ...The Phelps and Mack fami-
lies represent for me the best of
who we are as a people. They
inspire me, and they make me want
to be a better person. Their son
makes me want to be a better per-
son, and I hope upon hope that (the
film) is a testament to the strength
of families like theirs and the
strength of us as a nation.”

Katz, 38, has been nominated
for one other Emmy and two
Academy Awards during his
career. He also won a Golden
Globe as producer for the movie
“Lost in Translation.”

–Ranger staff writer Katie
Roenigk contributed to this story.
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COLOR PHOTO 
REPRINTS 

AVAILABLE FROM 
THE DUBOIS FRONTIER.

If you see a photo 
in the Frontier that you’d 
like to have a copy of, 

please call us..

5x7=$5  8x10=$8
Call 307-455-2525

A picture is worth...


